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Response to Comments of Richard Mlynarik, January 27, 2004 (Letter I001) 

I001 -01 
The Draft Program EIR/EIS was put on the website in a manner that 
made the document accessible to the public.  The absolute links 
make it easy to navigate between the many sections of the 
documents and keep file sizes small so they can be quickly uploaded 
and reviewed.  Based on the comments received, most members of 
the public appear to be most interested in certain geographic areas 
or resource topics.  The Authority believes that the resolution of the 
graphics is appropriate for the program-level EIR/EIS, and like the 
document, were done in a way to maximize public accessibility. 
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Response to Comments of Geoffrey Kemmerer, February 5, 2004 (Letter I002) 

I002-01 
Please see standard response 2.10.3. 

I002-02 
Please see standard response 2.12.2. 
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Response to Comments of Sheldon Morris, February 9, 2004 (Letter I003) 

I003-01 
Please see standard response 2.12.2 in regards to electrically 
powered steel-wheel-on-steel-rail HST technology, and standard 
responses 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 in regards to the Authority’s ridership and 
revenue forecasts. 

In order to relieve capacity constraints of the existing transportation 
system, an HST system must offer competitive travel times with air 
transportation and the automobile.  Technologies with maximum 
speeds below 200 mph (320 kph) were considered and rejected as 
indicated in Section 2.6.6 of the Program EIR/EIS.  Foreign HST 
experience, the experience of the northeast corridor (Boston-New 
York-Washington, D.C.), HST studies done elsewhere in the U.S. and 
the Authority’s feasibility studies have all shown that to compete 
with air transportation and generate high ridership and revenue, the 
intercity HSR travel times between major transportation markets 
must be below 3 hours.   

The co-lead agencies are unaware of any “hanging monorail” 
systems that operate at high-speeds anywhere in the world in 
revenue service or on a full-scale test track.   

In California, the size of aerial structures is largely dictated by 
seismic load factors.  Therefore, the right-of-way requirements of 
aerial structures for monorails or guideways (Maglev) would be 
about the same as those for steel-wheel-on-steel-rail systems. 
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Response to Comments of Wayne M. Swan, February 9, 2004 (Letter I004) 

I004-01 
Please see standard response 1.1.105 regarding the difference 
between program EIRs and project-level EIRs. 

I004-02 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 

I004-03 
Please see Response 2.25.1 in regards to “new” alignments through 
agricultural lands.  While there would be more potential noise 
impacts for alignments that serve urban populations than a new 
alignment through agricultural land that avoided urban areas, the 
travel time differences would be marginal.  The Program EIR/EIS 
describes potential impacts to California’s affected environment, 
which is very different from the environment in Europe or Asia. 

I004-04 
Tunnel alignments generally cost much more than at-grade 
construction.  Although tunneling cannot completely eliminate 
surface impacts in all places (e.g., tunnel portals are at the surface), 
it can greatly reduce them and can leave some places untouched.  
The effect of the maximum gradient and the length of sustained 
grades on operating costs have been factored into the operating cost 
estimates described in Section 4.3.2.  The extent (length and 
steepness) of the gradients implemented on the HST alignments 
have a direct impact on power usage.  The costs of power are 
estimated to be approximately 18% of the total costs for operating 
and maintaining the HST system annually. 
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Response to Comments of Albert S. Pratt, February 15, 2004 (Letter I005) 

I005-01 
Acknowledged. 
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Response to Comments of Werner Lipton, Joan Lipton, February 16, 2004 (Letter I006) 

I006-01 
Please see standard response 2.7.3. 

I006-02 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.15.4. 

I006-03 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the downtown Fresno 
station as the preferred location for an HST station to serve the 
Fresno area. 

I006-04 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

I006-05 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

I006-06 
The Program EIR/EIS does not include a “cost-benefit” analysis.  The 
Authority did include a cost-benefit analysis as part of the feasibility 
studies that preceded this environmental analysis.  This work has 
been available on the Authority’s website 
(www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov). 

The Program EIR/EIS does include analysis of potential impacts on 
the environment, including air quality, noise, waters, agricultural 
lands, etc. as required by CEQA and NEPA. 

I006-07 
Please see standard response 3.5.3. 

I006-08 
Acknowledged. 

I006-09 
Acknowledged. 
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Response to Comments of Kevin Weng, February 17, 2004 (Letter I007) 

I007-01 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Kathleen Campbell, February 23, 2004 (Letter I008) 

I008-1   
Acknowledged. 

I008-2   
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

I008-3   
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of Rosario Morales, February 23, 2004 (Letter I009) 

I009-01 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 
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Response to Comments of Bob Patrie, February 24, 2004 (Letter I010) 

I010-01 
GIS data was provided by Parsons Brinckerhoff on February 24, 2004 
that included the HST alignment options. 
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Response to Comments of John F. Munro, P.E. (ret.), February 26, 2004 (Letter I011) 

I011-01 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

I011-02 
Please see standard response 6.23.1. 

I011-03 
HST construction “directly to San Diego” (either along the LOSSAN 
rail corridor or I-5) was considered and rejected.  The reasons for 
this conclusion are summarized in Sections 2.6.8 and 2.6.9 of the 
Program EIR/EIS.  Please see standard responses 2.21.1, standard 
response 2.30.1, and standard response 6.42.1. 

I011-04 
All the stations locations shown in the Draft Program EIR/EIS 
document are potential station locations.  The co-lead agencies have 
selected the following preferred HST station locations between Los 
Angeles and San Diego along the I-215/I-15 corridor:  Los Angeles 
(LAUS), East San Gabriel Valley, Ontario Airport, Riverside, Murrieta, 
Escondido, University City and San Diego.  The HST service would be 
offered at several levels (express, suburban express, skip-stop, local, 
etc.).  The intermediate stations would be designed with four tracks 
to allow for express services to bypass local services.  Operational 
analysis suggests that these stations can be effectively served by 
local services, without slowing the schedule of the express services. 

I011-05 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified that the statewide HST 
system would include service to San Diego (Draft Program EIR/EIS, 

Section 2.6.8 [A]) and that the only feasible option for direct HST 
service to San Diego is via Inland Empire (and Ontario Airport) and 
the I-215/I-15 corridor. 

Please see standard response 6.39.1 regarding a potential HST link 
to LAX.  The Authority has identified a HST system that would 
include direct service to San Diego, and that the I-215/I-15 corridor 
(via the Inland Empire) is the only practicable alignment to connect 
Los Angeles and San Diego.  

The Ontario Airport HST station along the Los Angeles to San Diego 
(via Inland Empire) corridor supports the objectives of the HST 
project by providing an interface with one of the larger airports in 
southern California.  This station would also provide direct HST 
service to San Bernardino County. 

I011-06 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown 
Sacramento site as the preferred HST station location to serve the 
Sacramento area. 

I011-07 
This site adjacent to the San Francisco Bay would have major 
constructability issues and has not been considered by the City of 
San Francisco or the local and regional transit providers as a 
potential Transbay Terminal rail transit hub station site.   The Draft 
EIR/EIS identifies potential San Francisco HST station terminus sites 
at the Transbay Terminal and 4th and King, each of these would 
provide multimodal interconnections (see page 6-17 of the Draft 
Program EIR/EIS). 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  6-23

 

Comment Letter I012 

 



California High-Speed Train Final Program EIR/EIS Response to Comments 

 

 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY 

 
 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Railroad 
Administration 

Page  6-24

 

Response to Comments of Phillip A. Browne, March 2, 2004 (Letter I012) 

I012-01 
Acknowledged. 

I012-02 
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

I012-03 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of James G. Dalrymple, March 8, 2004 (Letter I013) 

I013-01 
The preferred technology identified in the Draft EIR/EIS for the 
proposed HST system is electrically-powered steel-wheel-on-steel-rail 
train technology.  Maglev technology was considered and rejected 
from further investigation.  Please see standard response 2.12.2 in 
regards to electrically powered steel-wheel-on-steel-rail HST 
technology, and standard response 2.10.3 in regards to the 
Authority’s decision that the HST technology must be capable of 
sharing tracks with other existing services. 

No HST system operates at high-speeds anywhere in the world in 
revenue service or on a full-scale test track where “train cars will 
glide over rails topped with a plastic material.”  The Authority has 
proposed the implementation of a statewide HST system using 
technology which has been proven in commercial service, rather 
than proposing further research and development for new 
technology which has not yet been developed for commercial 
service. 
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Response to Comments of Bertha Vega (Wallace) Hansen, March 8, 2004 (Letter I014) 

I014-01 
Acknowledged.
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Comment Letter I015 Continued 
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Response to Comments of Joseph P. Thompson, March 10, 2004 (Letter I015) 

I015-01 
If the HST project is to move forward in California, the Authority 
believes that the private sector will contribute to its financing.  The 
Authority supports private-sector participation in the implementation 
and operations of HST in California to the greatest degree possible.  
In its June 2000 Business Plan, the Authority states, “the public’s 
investment should be limited to that which is necessary to ensure 
the construction of the basic system” and “private-sector funding to 
construct major elements of the system would be both practicable 
and advisable” (Introduction Letter to Governor and Legislature).  
The Authority’s considerable research into global experience in the 
development of high-speed ground transportation does not support 
the notion that the proposed HST could be completely privately 
financed and it would be unrealistic to promote such an approach in 
California.   

Feasibility studies by both the Commission (1993-1996) and the 
Authority (1997-2000) showed that while HST in California could 
operate at a revenue surplus, most of the capital costs of the initial 
system would have to be publicly financed.  Both the Commission 
and the Authority investigated the potential for freight services that 
would be compatible with the HST passenger services.  These 
investigations concluded that while freight services on the HST 
tracks could operate at a surplus, the revenue contribution from 
such freight would be small in comparison to passenger services.  
The Authority’s June 2000 Business Plan assumed an operating 
income from freight of about $10 million by 2020, and more than 
$16 million by 2030 (Financial Plan, PFM, November 2, 1999).            

Although the Program EIR/EIS is focused on intercity passenger 
travel, the Authority has envisioned the HST Alternative as having 
the potential to carry express freight.  Section 2.6.3 of the Draft 
Program EIR/EIS, Potential for Freight Services, states that “the 

proposed HST system could be used to carry small packages, 
parcels, letters, or any other freight that would not exceed typical 
passenger loads.  This service could be provided in either specialized 
freight cars on passenger trains or on dedicated lightweight freight 
trains.  In either case, the lightweight freight vehicles would be 
required to have the same performance characteristics as the 
passenger equipment.  This type of freight could be accommodated 
without adjustment to the passenger operational plan or modification 
to the passenger stations and therefore was included in the funding 
scenario described in the Business Plan.”  Section 2.6.3 of the Draft 
Program EIR/EIS also recognizes that a high-speed freight service 
might also be provided on specialized, medium-weight freight trains.   

It would not be practicable for the private sector to completely 
finance and implement HST in California and in the United States.  
Every effort to date to build an HST system solely reliant on private 
sector financing in the United States has failed because the rate of 
return on investment for the private sector simply has not been 
enough to outweigh the billions of dollars needed to create and to 
implement a system.  Currently, the United States has extensive 
highway and air transportation networks which offer relatively low-
cost intercity transportation anywhere in the nation. 
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